WebQuests

"A WebQuest," according to Bernie Dodge, the originator of the WebQuest concept, "is an inquiry-oriented activity in which most or all of the information used by learners is drawn from the Web. WebQuests are designed to use learners' time well, to focus on using information rather than on looking for it, and to support learners' thinking at the levels of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation."

They promote high-level thinking, develop problem-solving skills, and provide an avenue for seamlessly integrating technology into the curriculum.  WebQuests also tend to increase student motivation and foster cooperative learning skills.  They can cover a single discipline or be interdisciplinary.

There are two types of webquests:  short term and long term.  A short-term webquest is designed to be completed in 1-3 class periods and focuses on knowledge acquisition and integration.  A long-term webquest is designed to last from one week to one month.  This type of webquest extends and refines knowledge.  The students are expected to analyzed a body of knowledge, transform it, and demonstrate understanding by presenting it in some fashion.

How is a WebQuest constructed?

There are five basic components of an average WebQuest:
	



	· set the stage for the activity. 

· catch the reader's attention to draw them into the quest 

· provide background information. 

	


	· state what the students will be required to do 

· avoid surprises down the road 

· detail what products will be expected and the tools that are to be used to produce them. 

	


	· give a step-by-step description, concise and clearly laid out 

· provide links to Internet sites interwoven within the steps. 

	


	· display a rubric to measure the product as objectively as possible 

· leave little room for question 

	


	· summarize the experience 

· allow reflection about the process. 

· add higher level questions that may be researched at another time. 

· Give food for thought as to where they can go with the info they have learned, using it in a different situation. 


How do I begin?

1. Open / find the template or existing webquest you want to use
2. Click File on the menu bar
3. Select Edit Page – this will allow you to make changes
4. Make your changes, then click File on the menu bar
5. Select Save As
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Name it and save it
7. Click the Preview button                             on the toolbar – this will allow you to view how the webquest will look when your students/or others open the web page
8. Each time you want to make changes you must repeat steps 2-4
9. Click File on the menu bar, then Save – don’t give it a new name each time
Templates:

· http://www.aula21.net/Wqfacil/webeng.htm
· Left-side small template
· Left-side template
· Top-page template
· Traditional template
· Template 1
Rubrics:

· Create using word processor – Microsoft Word

· Rubistar 

Collection of WebQuests (Examples):

GPISD Examples

· http://www.galenaparkisd.com/insttech/web_quest_scavenger_hunt.htm 

Social Studies Examples

· 10 Wonders of the World – (2003) for middle school; SS & Language Arts

· That's Plymouth Rock?
· Social Studies (all levels) - **United States, Canada, Ancient Egypt, Medieval, Explorers

· A trip to Antarctica
· Causes of the Revolutionary War
· Acts of Parliament
· Inventing – inventions & inventors

· Famous Aftrican Americans
· Social Studies – Civics, Economics, & Gov.; American History; World History & Geography

· King Tutankhamun
· Set Your Sites on Texas  

· Texas History – (2003) 7th grade
· The Opening of the Panama Canal – for middle school; SS & Language Arts

· Grand Canyon -Students will utilize the Internet to take a "virtual field trip" to the Grand

            Canyon to discover how it was formed, where all the rocks came from, and when it all happened    
            (grades 4-8)

· Texas
Math Examples

· Math (all levels)
· Math & English
Reading & Language Arts Examples

·  Language Arts (all levels)
· Media Propaganda – middle school

· Math & English
· 10 Wonders of the World – (2003) for middle school; SS & Language Arts
· The Opening of the Panama Canal – for middle school; SS & Language Arts
Science Examples

· Comets
· Deep Impact
· Desert Biome
· Earthquakes
· Frogs
· Forest Quests – grade 9

· Dinosaur Quest – grade 2

· Planet Quest – grade 3

· Endangered Animals – grade 3

· Science – Physical Science; Earth & Space Science; Life Science & Health; Environmental Issues
· Science (all levels) – astronomy, weather, animals, dinosaurs, environment, energy, oceans, geography

· Plate Tectonics – grades 8-10

· Invertebrates
· El Nino - created by the fifth grades
· Hurricanes – for middle school students
· Bats  - (English or Spanish) elementary
· Glaciers -Students will utilize the Internet to take a "virtual field trip" to visit a glacier and discover what the physical effects are on the land. They will also have the opportunity to visit

            Vermont and trace the pictorial history of how a whale's fossils were found there.

· Bald Eagles - Students will research selected internet links to provide information about the characteristics and behavior of the bald eagle (grades 4-8)

· Grand Canyon -Students will utilize the Internet to take a "virtual field trip" to the Grand

            Canyon to discover how it was formed, where all the rocks came from, and when it all happened   
            (grades 4-8)
· Save our Reef! -***  researching a particular part of the reef (animals etc); giving reasons for why YOUR particular part of the reef is important  (Primary grades)

Misc.

· Matrix of Examples
· Technology
· LSU webquest K-12
· Best Webquests
· WebQuests – middle through high school

Art, Music, & Foreign Language

· Art & Foreign Language  - secondary schools

· Art
· Music
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