CITIZENSHIP

United States Citizens live under a

 Constitutional Democracy

1.  Democracy:  emphasizes consensus or agreement of the majority of the people.


(Dictatorship relies more on coercion or force) 

Citizens of democracy have more individual freedoms than people under a dictator.

2.  These rights and freedoms are found in the Constitution – law.

3.  Our Constitution was ratified  - approved in 1788.  Soon afterwards, the lawmakers added or amended the constitution by adding 10 Rules or rights known as 

The Bill of Rights.
4.  More amendments were added later such as to Abolish Slavery in 1868, and to allow Women the Right to Vote in 1920.   The most recent amendment set the minimum Voting Age at 18 in 1971.

5.  There are now 26 Amendments to our Constitution

6.  Two of our most important rights are protected under the First and Fourteenth Amendments.

7.  First Amendment


a.  Freedom of speech: Freedom of speech guarantees the right to express oneself in public or private without fear of punishment by the government. The guarantee of free speech covers face-to-face discussions, telephone conversations, lectures, radio and TV broadcasts, Internet communication, art, music, and clothing.
1. four types of speech that are not protected by the First Amendment.

· Speech that leads to a riot or other criminal behavior

· Speech that immediately leads to criminal activities or efforts to overthrow the government by force

· Speech that interferes with the rights of others

False speech that harms a person’s reputation (libel or slander)

b.  Freedom of the press: Freedom of the press guarantees the right to express oneself in print media, including books, newspapers, magazines, radio, television, and the Internet.


c.  Freedom to assemble: Freedom of assembly is the right to gather peacefully in groups for any reason and to form and join social clubs, political parties, labor unions, and other organizations.


d.  Freedom of religion: Freedom of religion protects the freedom of Americans to practice their faith as they wish. The First Amendment prohibits Congress from establishing an official religion in the United States
· List 


e.  Freedom to petition against grievances. Freedom to petition is the right to express one’s ideas to government leaders
8.  Fourteenth Amendment

a.  Freedom to due process


b.  Freedom from discrimination


based on age, race, sex, religion, handicapping condition, national origin

None of our freedoms come without a price.  President John F. Kennedy ask the question  “Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country”.

To become a Citizen

1. Birth

a. Born on US soil – whether parents are citizens or not

(except to foreign diplomats)



b. on American territory such as Puerto Rico or Guam

c. on a military base overseas

d.  both parents are US citizens regardless where you are born

e. dual citizenship

2. Naturalization

Alien – not citizens – work, visit – temporary

Immigrants – not citizens - permanent residents

a. Sign in with the INS – Immigration and Naturalization Service

b. Live in country 5 years (3 if married to a citizen)

Take classes, interviews, work, productive, exam, (history, government,).  Be of good moral character.

Ceremony – oath – American Creed 

1.  Be loyal Citizens


a.  Be interested in the welfare of others


b.  Respect the rights of others

c.  defend the nation

d.  serve on court

2. Obey the laws


a. If we disagree with a law, work to change it, but obey it until it is changed


b.  Pay taxes

c. be informed

3.  Exercise your right to vote


a.  School elections

4.  Be prepared to make sacrifices in order to defend our nation from foreign aggression and

